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Sitting on the dock of the bay, watching the sun fade away. Sunsets across the ocean are awesome. Key West is 80 degrees 
and after leaving just ahead of all the storms, what a change! There are plenty of tourists in Key West. I think people are 
ready for freedom and fun.

On the way down we stopped in Florida City and ordered a load of palm trees to arrive in Okoboji in early May. The 
Barefoot Bar is starting its 20th year. How many of you remember the first years? We had just the little hut and a few trees. 
The waitresses would wash boats in the morning and then wait tables in the afternoon. Most of them in bikinis. Can you 
name a few of the early waitresses? Debbie and I can! Comment on facebook with your memories! It sure has evolved. I 
think people like that tropical feeling when they arrive.

Boats have been and still are selling at a record pace. Inventory will soon become a problem. If you are thinking about 
a new or used boat this year, I would suggest doing it early. We’re here and can help you find just the right boat for your 
family. Okoboji is and always has been a happy place for so many.

At Okoboji Boat Works we have some new large pontoons for rent so you can have 2,3, or 4 families go together for a day 
on the water. At the Boat Works, we also have spaces for rent for YOUR boat for a day, week or month. Call 712-332-9904, 
rentals@okobojiboatworks.com. We are working on some new ideas for OBW that will surprise you.

At the Central Emporium, we will again have Funset Sunsets every night all summer from 5-9pm at the Gardens. Live 
entertainment and our bell will ring out our beautiful summer sunsets. Bring the kids and family for a great meal and 
atmosphere. The Emporium has 24 stores to shop when in Okoboji, two great restaurants with direct West Lake views, and 
a great dock.

While in Islamorada, Rudy was fishing on a pier and hooked onto a monster we never saw. It pulled almost all of his 65lb 
test fireline out and after almost an hour it wrapped around a post and we had to cut the line. Later, when he was walking 
from the pier with his Bass Pro hat on, a man stopped him and shook his hand. He wrote him a note to give to his parents. 
He told him to have us call and he will load him up with fishing supplies. To our surprise the name on the note was Johnny 
Morris, the owner of Bass Pro shops, and Cabelas, the largest sports stores in the world. 

Summer will be here soon. Come to Okoboji for your best vacation ever!

See you soon,

PS. If you ever thought about selling your boat, the time is now. We will broker it or buy it. Call or email us at sales@
parksmarina.com, 712-332-7303 or Sioux Falls at 605-335-6766

MARINA DISTRICT LOCATION HOURS

OKOBOJI:  TUE-FRI 8-5, SATURDAY 9-3
SIOUX FALLS:  TUE-FRI 8:30-5, SATURDAY 9-1
OBW & WEST:  TUE-FRI 8-5, SATURDAY 9-3
FISH SHACK:  FRIDAY @ 4, SAT-SUN @ 11
GARDENS:  WED-THURS @ 4, FRI-SUN @ 11
SNAPPERS:  DAILY @ 11, CLOSED TUESDAYS

“Okoboji is and always 
has been a happy place 
for so many...”


